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The attached document is a translation from Spanish of a study prepared by an
unidentified Chilean army officer in the lMinistry of Hational Dofonse for
Prosident Gabriel Gonzalesz Videla and for the guidance of the Director Goneral
of Investigaciones.

Although the doc'msnt is of a historieal naturo, it is believed that it iz of
value in view of the subject matter and since the historical information in
question may not otherwise be known or avallable., This study is considered
particularly interesting becauséd it serwves to olueidate the paradox whieh finds
the Chilean armed forces and anti-United States nationalists pro-Argentine while
the general populace is bitterly anti-Argentine and even fearful of Argentina.
This document is for the most part considered very roliable and surprisingly cbe
Jective for a Chilean army officer.

It is believed that this report will help to clarify the activitiss of Carlos
Thanes del Campo and Romon Vergara lontero, who have been the subject of numerous
roports covering this subject in the past.

fimerica First" and "The Silver Star Group"
Aetivities of Hlitarists, Peronistas and Ifhanistas

a. To vnderstand the congpirotorial activities of higheranking officers of the
armed forees of Chils, 1t 1s necessary to turn back to 1935 vhon this movo-
nont was born durdng the course of a seriscs of lectures on the subject
"Chile in Amerieca" held in the Yar Acadeny, These lestures were given in
June 1935 by Chileen intelloctuals of certoin local renown and the first
of the sorios was by Dr. Joselin do 1z laza, a lauysr who later kecame Sube-
Oeeretary of the llinlstry of Foreipn Relstions.

b, In the first lecturs, the geographic and topographie situstion of Chile was
discussod. De la laza pointed out that, bocause of its long coast-line and
linmited arable land, Chilc should beeocre an essentially maritime nation,

The nineral wealth of Chile, the military tradition of the people, and the
ethnic composition of the population were held up as advantageous factors in
converting Chile into a leader im South America and the master of the western
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seaboard of thls continent. GClose friemdship and collaboration with Argentina
was stressod as a nocessity and it was pointed out that, between them,
Argentins and Chils could ezercise a dominating influsnes over South America
and its sea approaches. [o la llaza also stressed that the time was ripe for
implementing this geopolitical plan sinee Gernmary, in the West, and Japanm, in
the Last, were preparing for their inevitable war againgt the Anglo-fAmerican
bloc.

This now, bold, and chauvinistic thesis was enthusiastically accepted by the
officers present beecause of its emotional appeal and impact. De la laza sub..
saquently gave three more lectures of the same general type in the ar Acadeny.

The ideas of de la Mmza, as froquently happens with such conecepts, did not
fall on barren pround and ho was soon besisged by officers of the Armed Forces
who vere anxious to hear more aboubt his YAndean politieal policy". De la llaza
subsequently prepared a series of brief memoranda which were distributed anong
the new converts to this Americanistic doctrine which advocated a romentically
sentinental type of South Ameriean unity of a basiecally anti-Yankee and anti-
imperiallstic nature. The motto adopted by de l1a laza was: "A South America
politically and nilitarily united against rapacious and imperialistic lorth
tmerica”. Do la laza algo stressed that civilian govormments, composed of
deragiogic, sclf-seceking politieal parties, ecould not earry out this plan and,
tharefore, it would be necessary for the military to overbhrow the eivilian £OVaTTI-
ments and seize power.

The proselyting campaign in favor of these ideas was spearheaded by Ramon
Vergara Montoro, Colonel Ramon Alvares Goldsack, and Arisiides Vasquez Ravinet,
now & goneral and the commander of the Third Division. A series of lecturss on
this subjeet wore also given in the differont lasonie lodges which feverishly
supported thess ideas. Even after the lasonie schisn of 1938, caused by purcly
internal differences, s great mumber of influential liasons eontinued vorking to
implement the ideas of de 1la liasza.

As early as 1936, Colonel (now Gemeral) Jumn Doniingoe Peron received copies of
the memoranda prepared by de 1a laza, and enthusiastically accepted the latterts
ideas.

With the election of Pedro Apuirre Cerda to the Presidency of Chile, Alvaresz
Goldsack again tock an active part in propageting the ideas of de la Mama and,
subsequent to the election of President Juan Antonio Rios Horales, he formed
the seeret military lodge Imown as Grupo de Oficiales Selectos (GOS). This
lodge was nationalist, pro-ilazi, and pro-Argentine in nature.

President Rios lorales, meanwhile, appointed de la laza as Sub-Secretary of the
Ministry of Foreign Relations and, from this position, the latter continued %o
prepare memoranda explaining his goopolitieal viows. These meroranda wore sent
to Peron through the intermediary of (fnu) Sepulveda and Fernando Orrego who,
at that time, were attached to the Chilean Enbassy in Busnos Aires, Peron,
enthuslastic over these concopts, urote soveral congratulatory lotters to de la
Iaga and stated that he, an Armericanist and an Argentine, had long shared such
beliefs,

Though the GOS was pubsequently scuttled by President Rios loralos and though

de la laza died in 1945, theso geopolitical concopts contimued to have wide
acceptance among the younger officors. These officers, now of higher rank, con-
tinue to favor theose concepts and have formpd a group with the namo and motto
of "Chile First" (Chile Primero). Their counterpart group in the llavy is the
"Silver Star Group! (Grupo de las Estrellas de Plata == the fivo pointed shars
signii'y;bng the five possibilities of obtaining the desired vietory for Chils and
America). ,
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J. These groups in the Armed Forces keeop informed of all political activitius and
every act of Congress is held up as an example of the failure of the present
govermment. There is much talk about the submission of Chile to North Anerican
domination vhile the Peron govermment o Argentina is held up as honest,
patriotic, and sovereign. These officers maintain that only a nilitary povern.
ment 1s capable of ending the ecomomic misery of Chile and its subserviencs to
the United States. General Humberto Luct laza s> who 1is on good terwus with
General Ibanez del Campo, is mentioned as being the typo of man reeded tc preside
over such a govermmont. )

k. A pamphlet titled The ifssgion of a "Frieng? of Chile was rocerntly circulated
throughout the Avmed Forees and referred t> the gross and insoient attitude of
President Truman's envoy, Mr. L. 11ler, uno, during a cabinst meating, allegedly
demanded that the Chilean peso be dewalusted to between 65 tnd 75 pesos par
dollar because, he stated, this was the only way in uhich the United States could
maintain favorable trade with Chile. Tho pamphlet in question also criticized tho
manner in which President Gonzalez Videla and his Mnigters accepted Hillor's
insolence. It makes no difference whetaer or not the charges made in the pemphled
are trus but a trustvorthy source asserts that this neus spread like wildfire
throughout the army, navy, air Force s 2nd even reached a small group of the
Carabineros.

1. All this, howsver, is not only the work of that group which dosires an undor-
standing with Argentina. The supporiers of Gengral Carlos Ibamez del Campo ars
alsdb conspiring while Jaime Larrain Carcia oreno and Ibanez dol Campo visit the
north and south of the couniry. Tho opposition political parties c¢laim that
the government will collapse by itself within n short tims. They boast of lmnow~ °
ing all that occurs in government cirecles and of having tapped the telephons of
the President himself. Just low much truth there is in all %his ig hard to say
but an atmosphere favorable to revolutionary conspiracy is clearly evident.
Advantape is taken of the prevailing uwnrest by the oppositicn parties, by the
Cormunists, and by those groups in ths armed forces vhich, kapt well-informed
from Bucnos Aires by Ramon Vergara Montero and retired General Jorge Berguno
leneses and under the pretext of lauding the statesmanship of Peron, are propare
ing the overthrow of the preasmt Chilean governnent.

. Ferbaps this report is unduly pesnimistic but 1t 1s tho rosult of unprejudiced
observations of these conspiratorial activities. Moreover, the recent events
in Bolivia, in Bogota, and in Poru demonstrate the reality of the motte "Ameriea

Firpt® which ean only be implemented through the establishment cf nilitary
governments. .

23 Decenber 1949 Observer
(Unsigned)
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